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The Department has obtained approval from the Federal Highway
Administration to allow a 48-month interval between the routine NBIS
inspections for selected bridges.  The inspection interval for all other bridges will
remain at 24 months.  Generally, eligibility for the extended inspection interval
will be applied to multi-beam and slab type structures that are in good condition.
The specifics of the 4-year inspection eligibility are documented on the attached
sheets titled, “NBIS Maintenance Inspections”.

The intent of this new policy is to allow highway agencies to focus greater
attention on structures that may be of concern from a safety and maintenance
perspective.  This will be achieved through an overall reduction in the amount of
time bridge inspectors spend inspecting structures that are in good condition.

Approximately 6,200 local agency structures statewide are affected by this new
policy.  Lists of the bridges that currently qualify for the extended inspection
interval are being sent to each District Bureau of Local Roads and Streets with
this letter and will be forwarded to the affected local agencies by the district.
The determination of eligibility for each structure will be made automatically
each time the inspection information in the Illinois Structure Information System
is updated.

Questions may be directed to your district office or to Tim Souther of the Local
Bridge Unit, phone 217/785-8748.

Very truly yours,

Ralph E. Anderson
Engineer of Bridges and Structures
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